
The Fall/Winter community 
education brochure is now 
available online. There are many 
course offerings, including 
fitness, cooking, and arts 
and crafts. Courses will begin 
November 1st, so get your 
registration forms in now.

You do NOT need to be a district 
resident to sign up, so please 
share with friends and family.

Find full class descriptions and the registration form at 
www.royhart.org/adulteducation

Due to the late start of the program this year, you can either send in your registration or 
bring your registration form with you to the first class. If you plan on attending, please call 
(716) 472-1462 to register for a class.

Adam Eschborn and Dan Mault
Contact us with any questions at:

aeschborn@royhart.org or dmault@royhart.org

Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message
On Tuesday, September 7, we welcomed our students back to school for 
the 2021-2022 school year.  The reopening of our schools to full in-person 
learning five days per week was the result of the good work of many 
members of the school community.   I can assure you that the children will 
be safe and that a high level of learning will be offered by a highly qualified 
staff as a result of our preparation. 

Throughout this newsletter, you will find many items of interest.  I encourage you to read 
the report closely, and monitor the school website (www.royhart.org) for the most current 
information, dates and important messages.

Please make an effort to reach out and say hello when you see me around the schools and 
community, send me a note via email at hstopinski@royhart.org or follow me on Twitter @
DrStopinski

Sincerely,

Dr. Hank Stopinski
Superintendent of Schools

ROYALTON-HARTLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

THE ROY-HART REPORT
FALL ISSUE 2021 WELCOME BACK

Live the Ram’s WayLive the Ram’s Way,, Every Day Every Day!!Live the Ram’s WayLive the Ram’s Way,, Every Day Every Day!!

THE RAM’S WAY IS: 

RESPECTFUL

ACCOUNTABLE

MOTIVATED 

SUCCESSFUL 

RHCSD Community Education    RHCSD Community Education    
ProgramProgram
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Welcome Back Elementary Students!Welcome Back Elementary Students!

CIP Update:CIP Update:Roy-Hart Report - Fall 2021Roy-Hart Report - Fall 2021
Strategic Planning SummaryStrategic Planning Summary

Can we tell you how excited we were to see our Elementary students 
on their first day back?!  

In May of 2018, the Royalton-Hartland voters approved a plan for 
the District to complete a $12,100,000 capital improvement project.  
During the summer of 2021, Phase II of the project was completed.  
The overall project scope included new roofing on the Elementary, 
Middle and portions of the High School, improvements to the High 
School track surface, a new emergency access road to the east 
of the Middle School, new windows at the Elementary School, 
upgrades to our public address system at each building and more.  
On behalf of the Board of Education and administration, thank you to 
members of our community who have supported these much needed 
improvements.

During the summer of 2020, the Royalton-Hartland Central 
School (RHCSD) Board of Education identified the need 
to develop a long range strategic plan for the District.  
During the fall of 2020, members of the school community 
including administrators, teachers, support staff, business 
leaders, service organizations, students and others were 
encouraged to participate in the process.  In November of 
2020, the Board of Education appointed a Strategic Planning 
Committee (SPC) which composed a cross-section of our 
school community.  In December of 2020, a community 
survey was conducted and the SPC began to work in a virtual 
environment.

The SPC met approximately every three weeks throughout 
the winter and spring.  In March of 2021, the RHCSD Board 
of Education approved a revised mission, vision and set of 
values around the theme of the RAMS Way.  The RAMS Way 
emphasizes that all members of our school community are 
Respectful, Accountable, Motivated and Successful.    

The Board of Education received weekly updates on the 
progress of the SPC and had presentations during Board 
meetings and work sessions specific to the development of 
the Strategic Plan.  In June of 2021, the SPC began to meet 
in person as they worked to complete the specific goals, 
objectives, measures and strategies required in the plan.  
In August of 2021, the SPC presented its final draft of the 
Strategic Plan to the Board of Education who met in a work 
session to review and make final comments to the SPC.

The Board adopted the Strategic Plan on October 13, 2021. It 
can be found on our website at www.royhart.org.
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Lorna Becker Elected New York State FFA Lorna Becker Elected New York State FFA 
District 9 President District 9 President 

College FairCollege Fair

Congratulations to Royalton-Hartland junior, Lorna Becker, who was recently 
elected the 2021-2022 New York State FFA District 9 President. FFA is a leadership 
organization for students in grades 6-12 that develops an individual’s premier 
leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education. 
With over 8,800 members in New York, FFA and agricultural education coursework 
is found in 222 middle and/or high schools across the state. 

Elected by a group of delegates from each FFA Chapter in Western New York, 
Lorna began her service as the District 9 FFA President on July 1, 2021. District 9 
covers all the public schools in Niagara, Orleans, Erie, Genesee, Wyoming, Monroe, 
and Livingston counties. With this title, Lorna will represent all FFA members and 
Agricultural Education students within District 9. 

In her speech to the delegates, Lorna spoke on her plans to unify members 
through in-person and virtual opportunities. Additionally, she plans to create a 
“Council of FFA Presidents”. The “Council” will be a group of all FFA Presidents for 
each District 9 FFA Chapter. At the monthly virtual meetings, Chapter Presidents 
will share the happenings within their chapter, highlight accomplishments, 
spotlight members, and share engagement, service, and fundraising ideas.  Lorna 
will disseminate that information by creating and publishing a monthly newsletter 
that will be shared with all FFA members in Western New York.  

Lorna was also accepted into the National FFA Chorus for the 94th National FFA 
Convention and Expo in Indianapolis, Indiana! The National FFA Chorus is an 
elite group of FFA musicians that provide vocal performances at the National 
FFA Convention. In July 2021, Lorna and approximately 1,000 FFA members from 
across the United States submitted audition videos for spots in the National FFA 
Chorus. Less than 100 FFA musicians were selected to participate in the 2021 
National Chorus.

At the 94th National FFA Convention and Expo, the National FFA Chorus will perform at various convention sessions and gatherings 
throughout the four days. In total, Lorna will share her vocal talents with over 100,000 people from across the country. 

The Royalton-Hartland FFA Chapter and School District are extremely proud of Lorna and look forward to the great things that she will 
do as the 2021-2022 New York State FFA District 9 President and excited to hear her perform on a national stage! 

Our Juniors and Seniors recently attended a college fair at NCCC.
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Homecoming MemoriesHomecoming Memories
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Student SupportsStudent Supports

Students Can Skip the DMV Head to High School  Students Can Skip the DMV Head to High School  
Library Media Center InsteadLibrary Media Center Instead

Currently, the Royalton-Hartland Central 
School District has recognized the need for 
increased services and activities related to 
Social/Emotional/Behavioral (SEL) concerns. 
We have recognized this need by doubling 
our Social Worker services. These supports 
complement our school counselors and 
school psychologists. We are here to provide 
school based services for students who are 
struggling with coming back to school under 
these challenging circumstances. Should you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact 
us at any time.

Kristin Miller, Mental Health Services 
Counselor
Carin Farina, School Social Worker
735-2000 ext. 2398 or 735-2000 ext. 2342
Cindy Schmitt, Assistant Principal at 735-2000 
ext 5204.

Honestly no one wants to wait in line at the 
Department of Motor Vehicles.  Now with COVID 
restrictions, it takes even longer between 
making an appointment, getting in line and 
filling out paperwork.  When you are a busy high 
school student, who has to rely on a parent or 
guardian to take you to get your learner’s driver 
permit, it especially seems overwhelming.  “It 
really stresses a lot of students out and it is 
time consuming.  We obviously don’t want our 
students to have to choose between being in 
school or going to the DMV to get their learner’s 
permit,” says High School Library Media 
Specialist Kelly Cousins.

After a conversation with a friend, who also 
works in a school district, Ms. Cousins thought 
their district’s offering of students being able to 
take their car or motorcycle permit test in high 
school was a great idea.  “About two years ago, 
I approached our High School Principal, Mr. Bell 
and our Superintendent, Dr. Stopinski about 
the idea and they fully embraced it.”  Students 
who are 15 years old (they must be within two 
months of their 16th birthday) or older can 
take their NYS Learner Permit Test online in 
the school’s library Media Center. This is a legit 
program that is made available by the NYS DMV.  

(LtoR) Cindy Schmitt and Kristin Miller.

Manuals, applications, and all the information 
were also provided by the NYS DMV.  The test is 
offered in English or Spanish and the results are 
immediate.  Students who pass get a receipt, 
and other forms which they fill out ahead of 
time, and then they can take them to the DMV 
office upon their 16th birthday and apply for 
their permit. 

Junior Quinn Brown said that once he got to the 
DMV all he had to do was file the paperwork, 
get his vision checked and his picture taken.  “It 
was actually really fast.  I left at 9:00 am and 
was back by the beginning of 4th period.” Junior 
Emily Scott says the ability to take the test at 
school took a lot of stress off of her.  “It was 
very overwhelming thinking about going to the 
DMV.  It seemed like a really adult thing to do and 
it made me nervous.  I was very comfortable 
taking it here, in the library, where I am every 
day.  I scheduled my appointment during my 
study hall.  I hadn’t even told my parents I was 
taking it, to take the pressure off in case I didn’t 
pass.  It was great to tell them I did pass.” 

Ms. Cousins says it has been a win-win situation 
for everyone.  “I am a certified test proctor and 
I can verify all the student’s information for the 

DMV before they take the test.  The students are 
then able to schedule it during a free period and 
they don’t have to leave campus, it cuts down on 
lines at the DMV and the student’s parents don’t 
have to take time off to get them there.  I think it 
is a great service to provide to our students.  We 
have had 8 students take it so far this year.  It is 
really exciting to see them pass and help them 
towards their goal of driving.”  
 
Students and parents who are interested or 
have questions, can contact Ms. Cousins at 
kcousins@royhart.org or (716) 735-2000, ext: 
2322.
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Healthy Living Program at Middle School Helps Healthy Living Program at Middle School Helps 
in Transitioning Studentsin Transitioning Students

Elementary School Creates Instructional Coach Elementary School Creates Instructional Coach 
Position to Guide New TeachersPosition to Guide New Teachers

Middle School Principal, Wendy Schlosser, school counselor, Hattie 
Lasal, and 7th Grade Family and Consumer Science teacher, Emily 
Maigret, have developed a new course for the social/emotional 
needs of fifth graders.  It is called Healthy Living.  “The program was 
developed to familiarize the students more with social/emotional 
learning,” explains Ms. Lasal.  “We felt it was important to help students 
transition into 5th grade after the COVID-19 hybrid learning of the past 
year,” says Principal Wendy Schlosser.  

Fifth graders attend the class every other day and begin each class 
with a deep breathing exercise to combat stress and anxiety.  In a 
recent class called “Working Through it Wednesday”, students reflect 
on what would be the most important thing about them.  They use 
a large outline of a puzzle piece, draw a visual representation to 
illustrate their thoughts.  “This is a visual representation, so they try to 
draw without using any words, numbers or letters,” says Ms. Maigret.  
“They then share their puzzle piece with their partner.  At the end we 
collected all the puzzle pieces and created a bulletin board titled “We 
All Fit Together” that shows all the pieces coming together.”  

The team says the feedback so far has been very positive.  Ms. 
Schlosser says, “When we introduced the program at our 5th grade 
orientation this summer, many parents expressed an interest for their 
child to attend because they were experiencing anxiety returning to 
school.”  “Students seem to be very receptive to the class and enjoy the 
activities,” says Ms. Lasal.  It is a nice way for them to wind down at the 
end of the school day.”

Instructional coaching can have an enormous 
impact on a school.  Coaches are strong 
teachers, passionate about content and 
dedicated to teaching kids and working with 
other teachers.  

When Principal Donna VanSlyke had 15 new 
teachers start at the Elementary School she 
felt she needed to bring someone on who 
could help those teachers with questions 
and challenges or who were looking to learn 
new strategies.  She didn’t have to look too 
far because 15 year Roy-Hart Elementary 
School teaching veteran Jennifer Powell is 
the perfect fit to brainstorm with teachers, 
model lessons and help to develop curriculum 
for students.  “I have been a 3rd grade teacher 
for the majority of my educational career, 
but I have also been a second grade teacher 
when I looped,” Mrs. Powell explains.  Looping 

in education is the practice of a teacher 
remaining with the same group of 
students for more than one school year.  

She started her new position as 
Instructional Coach this September.  She 
says it has been a great process helping 
the new teachers.  “I earned my Master’s 
degree as a curriculum specialist and 
being able to share my knowledge in 
collaborating with them in designing 
instruction to meet the needs of all our 
students has been very rewarding.  I am 
really enjoying it.  I like building a rapport 
with the new teachers and seeing their 
excitement about being here at Roy-
Hart.  I also love that I am able to impact 
working with over 80 students in grades 
K-4.  It has been great modelling lessons 
and co-teaching and helping the new 

hires become more confident.  There is a lot of 
trust involved and I am their sounding board and 
mentor and I feel good knowing I am a positive 
influence on them as educators.”  
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Local Veterans Help Build Two Lending Local Veterans Help Build Two Lending 
Libraries at Roy-Hart Elementary SchoolLibraries at Roy-Hart Elementary School
Local Veterans from five Lockport-based 
organizations have volunteered their time to 
build two lending libraries for the Royalton-
Hartland Elementary School Campus just as 
the 2021-22 school year begins.
 
Local Veterans from Lockport-based 
American Legion Post 410, VFW Post 2535, 
Marine Corps League of Lockport, Navy Club 
of Lockport Ship 110 and Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 268 came together under 
the guidance of contractor Dan Dudek to 
build the two lending libraries, which are part 
of a district-wide initiative to create outdoor 
learning spaces associated with all subjects, 
including but not limited to, agriculture. 
 
One lending library will house books about 
pollinators and will be installed next to the 
future pollinator garden. The other lending 
library will house small garden tools for the 
community and students to take care of the 
raised garden bed gardens which were set up 
at the end of last school year. 
 
“The Royalton-Hartland outdoor learning 
initiative is a large project with many moving 
pieces that will benefit the entire community,” 
said Dr. Hank Stopinski, superintendent of 
schools. “It was an honor to have the helping 
hands and volunteer time of the veterans and 
Dan Dudek. In this case, the saying that ‘many 
community hands make light work’ especially 
rang true.” 
 

Over the past three years, with support from 
the Royalton-Hartland Agricultural Foundation 
and the Environmental Benefit Projects, 
the Royalton-Hartland School District has 
embarked on an ambitious effort to infuse 
agriculture and STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, Math) throughout grades 
kindergarten through 12. 
 
Initial phase financing came through funds 
made available by FMC Corporation (FMC) 
to be requested by the Royalton-Hartland 
School District for qualified projects under the 
Environmental Benefit Projects Policy of the 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC), in accordance with 
a 2019 Order on Consent between FMC and 
NYSDEC.


